Our Founders

By Peggy Lovin, AC

Hand out questionnaire and give time for everyone to complete it.

P.E.O. was born of a group of very special women.  We are here today to remember our Founders:  Mary Allen, Alice Bird, Hattie Briggs, Alice Coffin, Suela Pearson, Franc Roads, and Ella Stewart.

Many would think these 19th century women appear to be ordinary, but upon closer observation of what they created, we find they were very extraordinary.  Little did they know that P.E.O. would touch thousands of lives in so many ways—both directly and indirectly.  The P.E.O. ideals have provided a groundwork that has allowed our organization to survive the many changes of our society and the world.

Think back to the time and society in which the Founders were living.  Few women had the opportunity to get advanced schooling.  The country during the mid-to-late 1800’s was experiencing significant changes and growth in all areas—economic, communications, and travel, just to name a few.  Also, the country was tryi9ng to heal its wounds after the ravages of the Civil War.  Women were still expected to rear the children and take care of the home.  Rarely did you find a woman working “outside the home” and then only in a few limited occupations.

Our founders were fortunate to be able to attain a higher level of education than was available to most women.  Six of the seven founders graduated from Iowa Wesleyan College.  (Ella Stewart was unable to finish her degree “not due to a lack of scholarship, but because the need for her help at home was so great that she found it impossible to carry a full assignment or to attend classes during certain hours.” (Out of the Heart)

Most of the seven got married and had families.  But at the same time of focusing on their families, they also remained connected with the world around them.  The founders had a vision of the future and organized P.E.O. in a way that would lead it into the 20th and 21st centuries.

Since the founding of our sisterhood, P.E.O. has been sustained and strengthened by two ways of caring.  The first, and the core of our sisterhood, is caring for each other.  The second focus is caring for others outside of our sisterhood.  The emphasis on truly knowing, nurturing, and caring for one another differentiates our sisterhood from other groups.  We are concerned and supportive of each other—lending help and encouragement when times are hard, and celebrating the joys that come along in life.  We want each other to succeed.

Outwardly, we focus on helping other women achieve the goals of their lives and adapt to changing circumstances.  Our projects help these women achieve their educational goals and as a result we touch, not only their lives, but also the lives of their families and countless others. 

Now that you have filled out the survey that was passed out earlier, let’s take a moment to find out more about each other.

Recognize the following

1. Longest P.E.O.

2. Newest P.E.O.

3. Greatest number of chapters belongs to  (Franc roads remained a part of Chapter A for her entire life which Mary Allen belonged to 5 chapters—A, B, X, AH, and FC)

4. Greatest number of states chapters were in

5. Most children

6. Youngest child

7. Most grandchildren

8. Newest grandchild

9. Greatest number of cities lived in

10. Greatest number of countries visited—Franc Roads spent time in Europe studying art.

11. Greatest number of newspapers and magazines subscribed to 

12. How many have a computer or could get to one if you chose to

13. How many teachers—longest tenure, newest

14. How may organizations other than P.E.O. belonged to

As you can see from our group today, we have access to:

1. More information than our Founders ever could have imagined—through newspapers, magazines, television, and computers.

2. A large number of women through our associations at work, church, and other organizations who could benefit from our projects.  We need to keep our eyes and ears opened to find women we can help.

3. Women who could benefit from being a part of P.E.O. itself.

Our Founders have left us a legacy of which we can be proud.  We have within our reach the ability to touch and affect the lives of hundreds, if not thousands, of people in our lifetimes.  It is now our turn to take this gift of love begun by our Founders and continue to share it with others.  Love shared is not divided but multiplied.

Questionnaire

_____Number of years in P.E.O.

_____Number of chapters belonged to

_____In how many states

_____Number of children

_____Number of grandchildren

_____Number of cities lived in more than 6 months

_____Number of foreign countries you have visited

_____Number of newspaper and magazine subscriptions you have

_____Do you have access to a computer?  (Whether or not you use it!!)

_____Have you ever been a teacher

_____How long?

_____Number of other organizations you belong to

